
Drought Tolerant Plants

Vines

Botanical Name 

and Common 

Name

Flower 

Color/Time 

of Bloom

Growth 

Rate
Group Exposure

Campsis radicons ~ 

Trumpet Vine

Orange / 

Summer Fast Deciduous

Sun  /  

Shade

Clemotis paniculata 

~ Sweet Autumn 

Clematis

White / 

Summer Medium Deciduous

Sun  /   

Semi-

Shade

Clematis hybrids ~ 

Large Flowered 

Clematis

Purple, pink, 

white    / 

Spring Medium Deciduous

Sun  /   

Semi-

Shade

Rosa species ~ 

Climbing Roses

Many colors 

/ Spring Fast Deciduous

Sun  /   

Semi-

Shade

Wisteria sinesis ~ 

Chinese Wisteria

Lilac   /    

Spring Fast Deciduous Sun

Ground Covers

Botanical Name 

and Common 

Name

Flower 

Color / 

Time of 

Bloom

Growth 

Rate
Group Exposure

Euonymus fortunei 

~ Creeping 

Euonymus

Foliage 

interest Fast Evergreen

Sun / Semi-

Shade

Drought tolerance is applicable in established plantings only.



Ground Covers

Botanical Name 

and Common 

Name

Flower 

Color / 

Time of 

Bloom

Growth 

Rate
Group Exposure

Juniperus conferta 

~ Shore Juniper

Foliage 

interest Fast Evergreen Sun

Juniperus 

horizontalis ~ 

Creeping Juniper

Foliage 

interest

Moderat

e Evergreen Sun

Liriope muscarii ~ 

Lily Turf

Purple / 

Summer Mdium Evergreen

Sun  /  

Shade

Ophiopogon ~ 

Mondo Grass

Foliage 

interest Mdium Evergreen Shade

Phlox subulata ~ 

Creeping Phlox

Pink, White, 

Purple / 

Spring Medium Evergreen Sun

Vinca minor ~ 

Periwinkle

Purple /  

Spring Fast Evergreen Shade

Grasses

Botanical Name 

and Common 

Name

Texture

Height 

and 

Spread

Flower / 

Plumage
Exposure

Calamagrostis x 

acutiflora ~ Feather 

Reed Grass Fine 5 ft x 3 ft

Tight, brown 

seed heads Sun

Carex morrowii ~ 

Japanese Sedge 

Grass Fine 1 ft x 1ft N/A

Sun / Semi-

Shade

Miscanthus 

sinensis ~ Maiden 

Grass Fine 6 ft x 3 ft

Open, pink-

tan flower 

heads Sun

Drought tolerance is applicable in established plantings only.



Pennisetum 

alopecuroides ~ 

Fountain Grass Fine 3 ft x 2 ft

Tight, buff 

colored, 

bottlebrush 

plumes Sun

Perennials

Botanical Name 

and Common 

Name

Height Color
Time of 

Bloom
Exposure

Achillea miilefolium 

~ Yarrow 2-4 ft

White / 

Pink / 

Yellow / 

Gold Summer Sun

Aquilegia ~ 

Columbine 2-3 ft

White / 

Pink / 

Blue/ 

Yellow Spring

Partial 

Shade

Astilbe japonica 1-3 ft

White / 

Pink / 

Red Spring

Partial 

Shade / 

Shade

Baptisia australis 3ft Blue  Spring

Sun / 

Partial 

Shade

Chrysanthemum x 

suberbum - Shasta 

Daisy 1-3 ft White Summer

Sun / 

Partial 

Shade

Coreopsis 1-3 ft

Yellow / 

Gold Summer Sun

Echinacea purpurea 

- Purple Coneflower 3-5 ft All Summer

Sun / 

Partial 

Shade

Gaillardia x 

grandiflora - 

Blanket Flower 1-2.5 ft

Yellow / 

Red / 

Orange

Summer / 

Fall Sun

Hemerocallis - Day 

Lily 1-4 ft All Summer

Sun / 

Partial 

Shade

Heuchera - Coral 

Bells 6-12 in Foliage

Spring / 

Summer Shade

Drought tolerance is applicable in established plantings only.



Hosta - Plaintain 

Lily 1-3 ft

White / 

Lavande

r

Spring / 

Summer

Partial 

Shade / 

Shade 

Iberis sempervirens - 

Evergreen Candy 

Tuft 12 in White Spring

Sun / 

Partial 

Shade

Paeonia lactiflora - 

Peony 3 - 4 ft

White / 

Red / 

Pink Spring

Sun / 

Partial 

Shade

Phlox paniculata - 

Garden Phlox 1 - 3 ft All

Spring / 

Summer

Sun  /  

Shade

Sedum ssp 10 in - 3 ft

pink / 

red Summer

Sun / 

Partial 

Shade

Rudbeckia - Black 

Eyed Susan 2 - 3 ft

Yellow / 

Orange / 

Gold

Summer / 

Fall Sun

Veronica spicata - 

Speedwell 1 in - 2 ft

White / 

Purple Summer

Sun / 

Partial 

Shade

Yucca filamentosa ~ 

Adam's Needle 

Yucca 5-6 ft White Summer Sun

Small Shrubs (2-5ft)

Botanical Name 

and Common 

Name

Form
Normal 

Height

Growth 

Rate
Group

Abelia x grandiflora 

~ Abelia Irregular 3-4 ft

Slow to 

Medium Evergreen

Azaleas, Hybrids Upright 3-5 ft

Slow to 

Medium Evergreen

Drought tolerance is applicable in established plantings only.



Berberis thunbergii 

~ Japanese 

Barberry Oval 3-5 ft Medium Evergreen

Buxus microphylla 

~ Littleleaf Boxwood Rounded 3-4 ft Slow Evergreen

Deutzia gracilis ~ 

Slender Deutzia Mounded 2-4 ft Medium

Semi-

Evergreen

Hydrongea 

arborescens ~ 

Smooth Hydrangea Rounded 3-5 ft Fast

Semi-

Evergreen

Ilex crenata ~ 

Japanese Holly

Rounded to 

spreading to 

upright 3-5 ft Medium Evergreen

Itea virginica ~ 

Virginia Sweetspire Upright 3-5 ft Medium Deciduous

Nandina domestica 

~ Heavenly Bamboo Upright 2-6 ft Medium Evergreen

Spirea Irregular 3-4 ft Medium Deciduous

Med Shrubs (5-8ft)

Botanical Name 

and Common 

Name

Form
Normal 

Height

Growth 

Rate
Group

Aucuba japonica ~ 

Japanese Aucuba Upright 6-8 ft Medium Evergreen

Drought tolerance is applicable in established plantings only.



Buxus 

sempervirens ~ 

English Boxwood Rounded 5-8 ft

Slow to 

Medium Evergreen

Forsythia 

intermedia ~ Border 

Forsythia Irregular 5-7 ft Fast Deciduous

Hydrangea 

macrophylla ~ 

Bigleaf Hydrangea Rounded 5-8 ft Fast Evergreen

Hydrangea 

quercifolia ~ 

Oakleaf Hydrangea Upright 6-8 ft Medium Deciduous

Ilex cornuta ~ 

Chinese Holly Rounded 5-6 ft Slow Evergreen

Ilex glabra ~ 

Inkberry Holly Rounded 6-8 ft Medium Evergreen

Kalmia latifolia ~ 

Mountain Laurel Upright 5-8 ft

Slow to 

Medium Evergreen

Mahonia bealei ~ 

Leatherleaf 

Mohonia Upright 6-7 ft Medium Evergreen

Large Shrubs (8ft +)

Botanical Name 

and Common 

Name

Form
Normal 

Height

Growth 

Rate
Group

Buddleia davidii ~ 

Butterfly Bush

Upright, 

Oval 10-15 ft Fast Deciduous

Camellia japonica ~ 

Camellia

Rounded to 

Oval 8-10 ft

Slow to 

Medium Evergreen

Camellia 

sansanqua ~ 

Camellia

Irregular to 

Upright 8-10 ft

Slow to 

Medium Evergreen

Drought tolerance is applicable in established plantings only.



Euonymus alatus ~ 

Burning Bush Mounded 15-20 ft Slow Deciduous

Hamamllis vernalis 

~ Witchhazel

Dense, 

Rounded 8-12 ft Medium Deciduous

Hibiscus syriacus ~ 

Rose of Sharon Rounded 8-12 ft Medium Deciduous

Ilex cornuta ~ 

Burford Holly

Oval to 

Rounded 8-12 ft

Medium to 

Fast Evergreen

Ilex x attenuata ~ 

Foster Holly Upright 8-10 ft Slow

Evergreen 

to Medium

Juniperus Chinesis 

~ Chinese Juniper Upright 15 ft Fast Evergreen

Magnolia stellata ~ 

Star Magnolia Rounded 10-15 ft Medium Deciduous

Osmanthus fortunei 

- False Holly Rounded 8-10 ft

Slow to 

Medium Evergreen

Philadelphis 

coronarius - Sweet 

Mockorange Rounded 10-12 ft Medium Deciuous

Rhus typhina ~ 

Staghorn Sumac

Open, 

Spreading 15-25 ft Fast Deciduous

Viburnum plicatum 

var. tomentosum ~ 

Doublefile 

Viburnum

Round, 

Spreading 8-10 ft Medium Deciduous

Viburnum x 

pragense ~ Prague 

Viburnum Oval 10-12 ft Medium Deciduous

Drought tolerance is applicable in established plantings only.



Small Trees (10-30ft)

Botanical Name 

and Common 

Name

Form

Height / 

Spread 

(ft)

Growth 

Rate
Group

Carpinus 

caroliniana ~ 

American 

Hornbeam; 

Ironwood

Loose , 

Rounded

20-30' x 

15-25' Slow Deciduous

Cercis canadensis ~ 

Redbud; Judas 

Tree Oval

25-30' x 

20-30' Medium Deciduous

Chionanthus 

virgincus   ~      

Fringe Tree Irregular

10-20' x 

15-20'

Slow to 

Medium Deciduous

Cotinus coggygria ~ 

Smoketree

Upright, 

Spreading

10-15' x 

10-15' Medium Deciduous

Halesia carolina ~ 

Silverbell Spreading

20-30' x 

15-20' Medium Deciduous

Ilex x Nellie R 

Stevens ~ Nellie R 

Stevens Holly Pyramidal

15-25' x 

10-15' Medium Evergreen

Lagerstroemia 

indica ~ Crape 

Myrtle Upright

20-30' x 

10-15' Fast Deciduous

Magnolia x 

soulangiana ~ 

Saucer Magnolia Rounded

20-30' x 

15-20' Medium Deciduous

Malus species ~ 

Flowering Crab 

Apple

Rounded to 

Upright

15-30' x 

15-30' Medium Deciduous

Prunus serrulata ~ 

Flowering Cherry

Oval, 

Spreading, 

Weeping

20-30' x 

20-30' Medium Deciduous

Drought tolerance is applicable in established plantings only.



Prunus x yedoensis 

~ Yoshino Cherry

Oval, 

Spreading

10-15' x 

20-25' Medium Deciduous

Large Trees (30ft +)

Botanical Name 

and Common 

Name

Form

Height  

/ 

Spread 

(ft)

Growth 

Rate
Group

Acer rubrum  ~ Red 

Maple Rounded

40-50' x 

25-35' Medium Deciduous

Betula nigra  ~  

River Birch Oval

40-70' x 

40-60' Fast Deciduous

Cupressocyparis 

leyiandii  ~          

Leyland Cypress Upright

60-70' x 

12-20' Fast Evergreen

Magnolia 

grandiflora ~ 

Southern Magnolia

Upright, 

Pyramidal

60-80' x 

40-50'

Slow to 

Medium Evergreen

Pinus strobus ~   

White Pine Pyramidal

80-100' 

x 25-40' Medium Evergreen

Pyrus calleryana ~ 

Bradford Pear

Upright, 

Rounded

35-40' x 

15-20'

Medium to 

Fast Deciduous

Quercus palustris ~ 

Pin Oak Pyramidal

70-80' x 

40-50' Medium Deciduous

Quercus phellos ~ 

Willow Oak Rounded

80-100' 

x 40-50' Medium Deciduous

Taxodium distichum 

~ Common 

Baldcypress Conical

50-70' x 

20-30' Medium Deciduous

Zelkova serrata ~ 

Japanese Zelkova Broad, Oval

50-80' x 

50-60' Fast Deciduous

Drought tolerance is applicable in established plantings only.


